In the treatment of the subject in hand it is not our purpose to go into a detailed and scientific investigation of the nature and character of that portion of the dental organ known to science as the pulp, but more commonly denominated " the nerve." Its composition, character, and general bearing upon the nutrition, texture and vitality of the tooth should be so thoroughly understood by every dental practitioner as that such an investigation here would be entirely superfluous. If In the case of children, when, in consequcnce of rapid growth, the demand for nutrition in all the tissues is greater than in the adult, and especially when the teeth are weak in texture, the elongation of the fibrillae affording a larger nutritive surface seems to be necessary. And then when time and age have done their work of perfect development, and the teeth are rendered more dense, the pulp containing all the elements of dentine is diminished, the fibrillae very frequently through the process of calcification are hardened into dentine and disappear altogether.
When a tooth containing these extended tubuli is attacked by caries, the disease need not extend far below the surface in order to strike the fibrillae and involve the pulp. In excavating the cavities in teeth of this character, the tubuli are often opened with the instrument, and the fibrillae laid bare, and even portions of them cut off, when there is no more pain than in ordinary sensitive dentine. 
